Sutton Valence Primary School

Encouraging respect, inspiring resilience and building positive

relationships...

Sublime Science

Last week, the whole school celebrated Science Week.

Alongside dedicated class projects — ranging from designing a
waterproof raincoat for Paddington Bear to exploring the suitability of
other planets for human life — pupils also enjoyed a visit from the
Sublime Science team on Tuesday.

Every class took part in hands-on workshops: Key Stage 1 pupils got
delightfully gooey while mixing and making slime, while Key Stage 2 pupils
turned into confectioners as they created their own sherbet. The week
was topped of f with an impressive science show full of exciting
experiments and demonstrations, with plenty of eager volunteers from

the audience. |

Tiger Troop

Tiger Troop continues to be a highlight of the Year 5 and
6 week.

This week, Sergeant Williams and Sergeant Xanthe taught
us the NATO alphabet, which we then had to remember
and apply during outdoor drills while listening carefully to
instructions.

We focused on the importance of attention to detail
through a group activity that involved memorising the
layout of equipment and rearranging it in both the same
and mirror positions. To be successful, we needed to use
clear and effective communication within our teams.

Medical Appointments

We have noticed an increase in the number of children leaving school during the day for medical
appointments, such as doctors, dental, and eye appointments.

We understand that it is not always possible to schedule appointments outside of school hours.
However, we kindly ask that, where possible, appointments are arranged after school. Leaving
during the school day can disrupt learning and has an impact on pupils’ attendance.
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Pupil Premium

Pupil Premium (PP) funding is an allocation of additional funding to schools to support raising the
attainment of the most vulnerable pupils and closing the attainment gap between them and non-PP
pupils . These include pupils who are entitled to free school meals, those who are looked after by
the local authority and the children of armed service personnel.

All schools have been allocated money since 2011 and are required fo report on the amount of
funding received, how this is being used and the impact the funding has had on the achievement
of pupils. Schools are free to spend the Pupil Premium as they see fit.

At Sutton Valence we have high aspirations and ambitions for our children and we believe that no
child should be left behind in any aspect of their development whether academic, social or
physical. We believe in a holistic approach that develops the whole child. We strongly believe
that social background and the locality of where children live should not be an excuse or reason
not fo achieve or succeed. We work together as a school community to ensure that our pupils are
given every chance to realise their full potential and encourage life-long learning. All children are
encclactijraged to have a thirst for knowledge, be inquisitive and to foster curiosity of the wider
world.

We recognise that not all children who receive free school meals will be socially disadvantaged
and we also recognise that not all children who are disadvantaged have free school meals. We
follow the government's guidelines to allocate Pupil Premium support to those children who
receive, or have received, free school meals, or who are in care.

Ker\ Stage 1 parents please note that even though your child automatically receives Universal Free
School Meals you may still be entitled to Pupil Premium funding.

For further information please go to:

http://www.kent.gov.uk/education-and-children/schools/free-school-meals

We value your voice!

This term, we are inviting parents and carers to complete a short questionnaire to help us better
understand what we are doing well and where we can continue to improve. Your feedback plays an
important role in shaping our school community and supporting the best possible outcomes for our
students. The questionnaire will fake only a few minutes to complete. Thank you for taking the
time to share your thoughts with us.

Final opportunity to share your views — this will close at the end of the month.

Please take the time to complete the following parent survey:
https://forms.office.com/e/svRFRSVLhA

Thank you,
Mr Hyett & Mrs Vieira
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https://forms.office.com/e/svRFRSVLhA
http://www.kent.gov.uk/education-and-children/schools/free-school-meals
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Notices

o  Please can we ask that you make use of the whole drive during drop off in the
morning. This is to make sure the flow of traffic continues, the main road doesn't
get clogged up with traffic and more children are able to exit their cars in one go.
If your child is in Reception, Year 1 or Year 2, you are still able to drop them off at
the end of the drive and an adult will be there to ensure your child walks to the KS1
and Reception gate.

o Please can we remind you to use the paths around school and NOT walk on the
drive at drop off or pick up.

o  Please can we remind you to park at the village hall and walk down when picking your
child/ren up from school. Thank you to all those who do this already, it is greatly
appreciated.

o  Parents and Carers should only be parking up in the school car park if you are
collecting your child/ren from wraparound care.

o  Please can we remind you to enter and exit the village hall car park using the correct
entrance and exit.

o  Please be mindful about parking when not using the village hall car park. Avoid
parking on other people's driveways, or parking so paths are blocked as children are
having to walk in the road.

Key Dates

Number Day

Wednesday 4th February Y6 WW2 Trip Friday 6th February

More details to follow

Y1 Leeds Castle Trip

Thursday 12th February

PTFA Glow Disco

Friday 13th February

Last day of term

Monday 16th February —
Friday 20th February

Half Term

Monday 23rd February

Return to school

Monday 2nd March

First Safety Assembly

Thursday 5th March

World Book Day
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N O .
. GLOW DISCO

R Sutton O ablence Phimary

THURSDAY 12™ FEB 2026 .
KS1 3.15-4.30PV
KS2 4.45-6.00PMN {1
e —————
£4 PER TICKET
. INCLUDES: GLOW STICKS, GLOW FACE
a PAINT, FOOD & DRINK %

Please put correct money into the
PTFA box with your child's *
name & class <

Or pay online via the link \ \
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